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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 018293 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS:MASS ET SO UR PFOR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET EXPLANATIONS TO SOMALIA CONCERNING 
POSSIBLE AID TO ETHIOPIA 

IN A CONVERSATION WITH A DEPARTMENT OFEICER ON JANUARY 26, 

SOMALI AMBASSADOR ADDOU ADMITTED TAT THE GSDR WAS GRAVELY 
CONCERNED BY THE GROWING SOVIET-ETHIOPIAN CONNECTION. HE 
SAID THE SOVIET UNION HAD REASSURED THE GSDR THAT NO 
ECONOMIC OR MILITARY AID THAT MIGHT BE GRANTED THE EPMG 
BY THE USSR DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY THROUGH OTHER WARSAW 
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PACT STATES WOULD BE OE A NATURE TO JEOPARDIZE SOMALI 
SECURITY. THE SOVIETS HAD POINTED OUT THAT SINCE IT WAS 
PRESIDENT SIAD'S POLICY TO SOLVE THE DISPUTES WITH SOMALIA'S 
NEIGHBORS BY PEACEEUL MEANS, SOMALIA OUGHT NOT TO OBJECT TO 
SOVIET AID TO A FELLOW SOCIALIST COUNTRY LIKE ETHIOPIA. 
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